DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

toilet, but they did it beautifully, and retired walking
backwards down the Throne-room with many bows.
There was a big dinner-party in the evening : the
Grand Duke was a very happy man, and, speaking
in English, charged Princess Louis to tell her mother
that he appreciated this honour " ulmoslly."1

The Queen's third daughter Princess Helena would
be nineteen in the spring of 1865, and her mother
began to look out for a husband. Two years before
she had specified to Uncle Leopold the qualifications
she would require for a son-in-law when the time
came : she wanted a sensible and moral young prince,
not necessarily of a reigning House, who would make
his home with her, for she could not part with her
daughter. Uncle Leopold who had great experience
in match-making (for he had been chief matrimonial
agent for the Goburgs since the time when he had been *
so largely instrumental in marrying his own sister
to the Duke of Kent) had suggested a very suitable
candidate* This was Prince Christian of Schleswig-
Holstein, the younger brother of Duke; Frederick who
had been one of the claimants for the Duchies, The
Danish war and the appropriation of these territories
by Austria and Prussia had left the brothers without
a country of their own, and Bismarck, who delighted
to humiliate fallen foes, however powerless, had de-
prived them of their commissions in the Prussian
army. Prince Christian had already expressed his
admiration of Princess Helena, without saying a word
to the young lady till her mother was informed of
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